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the two "to be divorced. Millament's brilliant
jests are scintillating jewels of wit. The wit
of Shakespeare's heroines is a facet of their
character.

Drama naturally affords more scope for
the display of wit than does narrative poetry.
That Chaucer is witty is undeniable, but his
wit shows itself chiefly in sly comments and
parentheses, or in the adroit use of an un-
expected simile. His dry comment on the
probable fate of Arcite's soul; the parenthesis
which tells us how small is the number of
those who having done well desire to hide
their good deeds ;^the eagle's complaint, in
the Horn of Fame, that the poet is " noyous
for to earie5'; Placebo's explanation of the
reason why he has never yet quarrelled with
any lord of " heigh estaat," are good examples
of the former method. Detached from their
context, there is little or nothing in any of
them to raise a smile. They contain no play
upon words, nothing intrinsically amusing.
But "in their proper setting they cause that
pleasant shock which breeds laughter; they
give a sudden whimsical turn to the thought*

The Nonne Preestes Tale illustrates, not only
Chaucer's comic use of simile, but, what is
closely allied to this, the comic effect pro-